CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Polytheism was incompatible with the
idea of God as a judge supreme and righte-
ous, but yet merciful. Thus monotheism
was indissolubly connected with Muham-
med's first religious impulses, though the
dogma had not assumed the polemical form
in which it afterwards confronted the old
Arabian and Christian beliefs. But a mind
stirred by religious emotion only rose to
the height of prophetic power after a long
course of development which human know-
ledge can but dimly surmise. Christianity
and Judaism had their sacred books which
the founders of these religions had pro-
duced. In them were the words of God,
transmitted through Moses to the Jews and
through Jesus to the Christians. Jesus and
Moses had been God's ambassadors to their
peoples. Who then could bring to the
Arabs the glad tidings which should guide
them to the happy fields of Paradise ?
Among primitive peoples God is regarded
as very near to man. The Arabs had, their
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